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TO PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) NAMING BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL AS A PREFERENCE ON YOUR CHILD’S TRANSFER FORM.

ENTRANCE TESTS RESULTS: 

Bangor Grammar School intends to use the score awarded to applicants completing the AQE common entrance assessment process which will take place on 12 and 26 November and 3 December 2011.  Parents should record their son’s candidate number and overall test score in Section C of the Transfer Form.  A copy of the AQE statement of result should be attached to the Transfer Form.

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES and/or SPECIAL PROVISION:

If parents are making a claim for your child to be considered under Special Circumstances or Special Provision they should note that they are required to:

•
obtain a copy of Form SC11, obtainable from the AQE office, the AQE website, directly from the School or downloaded from the School’s website;

•
complete the form, setting out the precise nature of the Special Circumstances claimed or the reason the applicant is seeking Special Provision together with all necessary documentary evidence, medical or otherwise, for the purpose of verification;

•
gather all academic evidence available over time to allow the School to determine the applicant’s ability or attainment as compared with pupils who have sat the AQE tests (as outlined in Sections 11 and 18 under Arrangements for Special Circumstances and Special Provision).

All information should be supplied to the School at the same time as the Transfer Form.  The School retains a discretion to consider applications for Special Provision received after this date by Friday 11 May 2012, but will do so only where satisfied there was a proper reason for the delay.

OPEN EVENING INFORMATION

Thursday 19 January 2012 from 6.30pm to 9.00pm

The Headmaster will speak at 6.30, 7.30 and 8.15pm.

Further details may be obtained from primary schools, the local press and the School’s website.

Founded in 1856, Bangor Grammar School today exists to provide for the boys of Bangor the best in modern grammar school education.  Within a Christian but non-denominational framework it seeks to prepare its boys fully to meet the rigours and demands of adult life in modern society.

Academic achievement, with each boy, whatever his ability, fulfilling his highest potential, is the school’s first priority.  After a common programme of study extending over the first three years, involving thirteen or fourteen subjects, boys proceed to the more specialised courses of the Senior School.  Here they are prepared for General Certificate of Secondary Education, GCE AS levels, A-levels and University entrance.  At GCSE level some twenty-one subjects are available from which each boy will choose between nine and eleven.  The number of examination subjects available at Advanced Supplementary (AS) and A-level (A2) is twenty, and each member of the Sixth Form is required to take three or four of these although a few may take five.

The School takes a pride in its pastoral care and concern for each individual boy.  Each year is overseen by a Head of Year, who, under the general supervision of the Pastoral Vice-Principal and a Senior Teacher, co-ordinates the pastoral care of the boys in his/her charge with the assistance of a team of Form Teachers.  They monitor closely the academic, social and cultural development of their boys.

The School has a highly developed Careers Department.  Advice is provided systematically, starting in Year 10, with a programme of individual interviews, talks and visits.  The programme intensifies as a boy proceeds up the school, culminating in a detailed sixth form schedule designed to prepare boys for higher education or employment and to promote understanding and experience of the world of work. 

There is a wide variety of extra-curricular activity available.  School life continues beyond the school day, at weekends and during school holidays, through World Challenge and Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, foreign visits, Scripture Union trips, the CCF, sporting, dramatic and musical events.  In celebration of its 150th anniversary, the school undertook an association with local Bangor charity, Abaana, to raise money for the refurbishment of a primary school in Uganda. It is presently engaged in another ambitious project with Abaana, which will lead to the construction of a new school in Northern Uganda. Each year large amounts of money are raised for a variety of local, national and international charities, through a wide variety of large and small-scale fund-raising activities.  Music plays a major part in the life of the school, with large numbers of boys receiving instrumental tuition.  The school orchestra is over 100 strong.  There is an annual senior drama production in the Autumn term, a junior house drama festival in the Spring term and productions by middle school and sixth form groups throughout the Summer term.  Many clubs and societies are open to all boys at lunch time or after school.

The school has won an enviable reputation for its prowess in sport. Sports played include athletics, badminton, basketball, cricket, cross-country running, golf, hockey, rugby, sailing, squash, swimming, table tennis and tennis.

As a voluntary, non-denominational school, it is managed by its own Board of Governors, most of whom are parents of boys in attendance, past parents or old boys locally elected.  The school also enjoys very good relations with all its neighbouring schools in Bangor.

The Capital Fee is presently £140 per annum.

Respective functions of the Board of Governors and Headmaster in relation to admissions to the School

The Board of Governors draws up the admissions criteria on the advice of the Headmaster and delegates the responsibility of their application to a committee which will include the Headmaster, Vice-Principals and such other staff of the School as are deemed by the Headmaster to be necessary and appropriate.  This committee will report to the Admissions Committee of the Board of Governors, which will, in turn, have the responsibility on the Board’s behalf of ensuring that the process has been carried out fairly and transparently in compliance with the published criteria.  The Admissions Committee will report to the full Board after the Admissions process is complete to allow for a full review and evaluation of the procedures.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA 2012-2013
Preamble:

Bangor Grammar School has traditionally drawn from all sections of the community irrespective of religious affiliation, ethnic or social origin. 

Over recent decades the demand for places has always exceeded the number of places available.  In accordance with regulations laid down by the Department of Education, the Board of Governors herein publishes the criteria which it will use in the selection of boys for entry into Year 8 before the start of the school year 2012/2013.  It should be noted that a reciprocal arrangement, as indicated in non-academic criterion 4 (d), exists with Glenlola Collegiate School.

These criteria will apply in 2012/2013.  Admissions policy will continue to be carefully reviewed by the Board of Governors in the light of advice from the Department of Education and any legislative or regulatory developments during the year.

The numbers accepted under these criteria are subject to the constraint of the admissions number agreed with the Department of Education.

Duty to Verify

The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as may be necessary to support or verify information, including that employed to support claims for Special Circumstances and Special Provision, relating to any of the admissions criteria on any Transfer Form.  The provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide information within the deadlines set by the School may result in the withdrawal of a place and the inability to offer a place on the part of any school nominated on the applicant’s Transfer Form.

Criteria

Priority of admission to Bangor Grammar School will be determined in accordance with the numbered criteria set out below, in the order set down.  These criteria assume the School’s present approved admissions number of 125 pupils. If this number has been amended, references to 125 shall be taken to be a reference to the actual approved admissions number.  They will be applied until the School’s admissions number is met.  The criteria have the effect of giving priority to applicants who have sat the common entrance assessments under the auspices of the Association of Quality Education.   They should be read in conjunction with the explanatory notes set out below the criteria.

In accordance with statutory requirements, throughout the application of the criteria set out below, any applicant resident in Northern Ireland at the time of his proposed admission to the School will be selected for admission to the School before any applicant not so resident.

1.
Academic selection: The 125 places will be allocated in accordance with the rank order of scores achieved in the CEAs.

2.
If, after the operation of criterion 1, all applicants who have sat the AQE CEAs have been awarded a place and there remain places within the admissions number of 125, they will be allocated to non-CEA applicants on the basis of the non-academic criteria set out below in paragraph 4. 
3.
In the event that there are more CEA applicants than there are places available and that more than one applicant is ranked equal on the score achieved by the applicant on the 125th place, priority between these pupils will be determined by the application of the non-academic criteria set out below in paragraph 4.
4.
Non-academic criteria:  The non-academic criteria to be applied for the purposes of paragraphs 2 and 3 above, will be as follows, and in the following order of priority:

a) Applicants entitled to Free School Meals;

b) Applicants who were pupils of Connor House on November 26th 2010;

c) Applicants who are pupils of specified feeder primary schools (set out in a list appended to these criteria);

d) Applicants with another child of the family attending Bangor Grammar School or Glenlola Collegiate School;

e) Applicants who are an eldest boy within their family or who are an only child;

f) Applicants with another child of the family who is a former pupil of Bangor Grammar School; and

g) Applicants with a father who is a former pupil of Bangor Grammar School.

5.

Tie-breaker:   In the event, after all the non-academic criteria have been applied, of a tie for the last remaining place(s) at the School, priority will be granted in turn to each applicant on the grounds of his score in order of selection using a computer generated random method of selection.
6.
Notes
i)

References throughout the criteria to scores achieved in the CEAs refer to the scores achieved in common entrance assessments administered by the Association for Quality Education for this transfer year.  Applicants who have achieved a score in the CEAs are referred to as ‘CEA applicants’.  Applicants who have not achieved a score in the CEAs are referred to as ‘non-CEA applicants’.

ii)

References to rank order of scores means the rank of scores produced by the AQE system of assessment, in descending order, highest scores first, taking into account (i) any adjustments in scores made by the School by reason of its Special Circumstances arrangements and/or (ii) the position of any candidate attributed a notional score by reason of the School’s Special Provision arrangements.  Details of these arrangements will be found below in the Section entitled Arrangements for Special Circumstances and Special Provision.  Access arrangements for the CEA, relating to the conditions under which CEA papers are sat in special cases, are administered separately by AQE.

iii)

In the event that there are fewer applicants complying with a particular criterion than there are places available, those applicants complying with that criterion will be admitted and the next criterion will be applied to the remaining applicants.  In the event that there are more applicants complying with a particular criterion than there are places available, those applicants complying with that criterion will go forward to be considered under the next criterion and those not complying with that criterion will be eliminated.

iv)
In order to benefit from any of the non-academic criteria set out in paragraph 4, an applicant must satisfy the particular criterion at the date of application (that is, the date on which their post-primary Transfer Form was signed).

v)

Applicants who are “entitled to Free School Meals” will mean applicants who, at the date on which their post-primary Transfer Form was signed, or at any later date up to and including 11 May 2012, have communicated within their application that they are listed on the Education and Library Board or ESA register as entitled to Free School Meals.

vi)
Twins, or other multiples, will be treated as joint eldest for the purpose of paragraph 4(e)

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND SPECIAL PROVISION

Introduction
1.
This section sets out the School’s approach to situations where a claim for ‘Special Circumstances’ or ‘Special Provision’ is made on behalf of an applicant for admission to the School.  It should be read in conjunction with the School’s Admissions Criteria.

2.
The School will consider each case on its own merits, basing its decision on the evidence available in each case.  What evidence will be accepted is a matter for the School but, save in the most exceptional cases, the requirements set out below will apply for evidence to be acceptable in support of a claim for Special Circumstances or Special Provision.

Special Circumstances

3.
Special circumstances may arise in relation to an applicant for admission who has achieved a score in the CEAs administered by AQE but where his parent or guardian claims that his performance has been affected because of medical or other problems (unrelated to the amount of time spent in primary education in Northern Ireland).

4.
The AQE ‘Access Arrangements’ for the CEAs (which have been notified to parents directly by AQE and which are available on its website) set out procedures for special arrangements to be adopted for a child when actually sitting the CEA papers, where this is warranted.  Parents and guardians are urged to avail of these procedures in appropriate cases as the School will only exceptionally entertain cases under these Special Circumstances arrangements which could or should have been accommodated by AQE’s Access Arrangements.  In such a case parents must clearly set out why they did not avail of the AQE Access Arrangements or why they contend the adjustment made or refused by AQE (as the case may be) was inappropriate, inadequate or in error.

5.
A parent or guardian who wishes to claim Special Circumstances on behalf of an applicant should ensure that:-


(i)
sufficient independent documentary evidence of a medical or other appropriate nature is supplied to the School to enable it to verify the nature and occurrence of the circumstances claimed; and

(ii)
sufficient documentary evidence of his educational performance over time, including comparative evidence, is supplied to School to enable it to determine (insofar as possible) what his performance might have been in the CEA had the circumstances claimed not arisen.

6.
The School should receive applications for consideration of Special Circumstances with or at the same time as the Transfer Form.  The School retains a discretion to consider applications for Special Circumstances received after this, up to and including, but no later than, Friday 11 May 2012, but will only do so in truly exceptional circumstances and where fully satisfied there was a proper reason for the delay.

7.
Parents or guardians who wish to apply to the School for Special Circumstances consideration for an applicant should do so by:


(i)

obtaining Form SC11 from the School or from the AQE Office;


(ii)
completing the form, setting out the precise Special Circumstances claimed;


(iii)
gathering the evidence required to validate the claim and to support the case for an increase in the applicant’s CEA score; and


(iv)
completing and returning the form to the School, attaching all relevant and appropriate evidence, to be received before the deadline referred to at paragraph 6 above.

8.
It is important to note that it is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to complete the form and collect the evidence to support their claim of Special Circumstances – both as to the existence of the Special Circumstances and the effect of the Special Circumstances on the applicant’s performance.

Evidence of the Special Circumstances

9.
Where it is claimed that an applicant’s performance in the assessment has been affected by a medical or other problem, documentary evidence (independent where possible) must be provided to the School.  Where the problem was a medical one of short term duration which affected the applicant only at the time of the assessments, the School will require the production of evidence that the applicant was examined by a medical practitioner in relation to the illness.

10.
Where the problem is of a non-medical nature, the parent or guardian should set out in Form SC11 precise details of the problem and append any appropriate documentary evidence to corroborate its existence.  Independent evidence should be provided where possible.

Evidence of the effect of the Special Circumstances on the applicant’s score.

11.
Parents or guardians should request information from the applicant’s primary school, by detaching Section B of Form SC11 and giving it to the primary school principal.  (Section B requests evidence from the primary school principal to confirm the applicant’s performance in English and Mathematics in end of year assessments and standardised tests from the beginning of Key Stage 2 relative to other pupils in his class, and including, if available, the respective AQE CEA scores, without identifying any other pupils).  On the date when parents/guardians claiming Special Circumstances have their discussion with the primary school principal regarding their child’s transfer, they should ask the principal to attach Form SC11, including Part B if appropriate, to their child’s Transfer Form, together with any additional supporting evidence.

12.
Parents are also advised to retain and produce such other evidence of academic attainment as is available to them.

13.
In the absence of sufficient objective educational evidence, the School reserves the right, in its discretion, to commission an independent assessment of the pupil’s educational attainment in English and Mathematics (e.g. from an educational psychologist).

14.
All applications claiming Special Circumstances will be carefully considered by the School, taking into account all relevant circumstances (including, for instance, the number of assessments which an applicant has sat and any special access arrangements which have been granted).  The appropriate adjustment to be made to an applicant’s CEA score where Special Circumstances have been made out is a matter for the discretion of the School.   This will usually be in the form of a percentage adjustment.

Special Provision

15.

Special Provision may arise in relation to:



(i)
Boys whose parents/guardians wish them to transfer to the School from outside Northern Ireland.



(ii)
Boys who have received more than half of their primary school education outside Northern Ireland; and/or



(iii)
Boys entered for the AQE CEAs who, because of unforeseen and serious circumstances, which are supported by appropriate independent evidence (medical evidence where a medical condition is relied upon), were unable to participate in any part of the AQE CEAs and therefore unable to achieve a score in the CEAs

16.

It is clearly expected, however, that, where possible, all those seeking admission to the School should sit the AQE CEAs, with the exception of applicants who take up residence in Northern Ireland after 16th September 2011.

17.

The School should receive applications for consideration of Special Provision with or at the same time as the Transfer Form.  The School retains a discretion to consider applications for Special Provision received after this date, up to and including, but no later than, Friday 11 May 2012, but will do so only where satisfied there was a proper reason for the delay (e.g. because of the timing of the circumstances giving rise to the claim).

18.

Parents or guardians who wish to apply to the School for Special Provision consideration for an applicant should do so by:


(i)
obtaining Form SC10 from the School or the AQE Office.


(ii)
completing the form, setting out the precise reason why the applicant is seeking Special Provision (usually the reason why the applicant did not sit the AQE CEAs), with appropriate and, where possible, independent evidence.  Where a medical condition is relied upon, independent supporting medical evidence is required.


(iii)
gathering the evidence required to validate the claim and to allow the School to determine the applicant’s ability or educational attainment over time as compared with pupils who have sat the AQE CEAs; and

(iv)

completing and returning the form to the School, attaching all relevant and appropriate evidence, to be received with the Transfer Form, referred to at paragraph 17 above, save where this has not been possible owing to the timing of the circumstances giving rise to the claim.

19.

It is again important to note that it is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to complete the form and collect the evidence to support their claim for Special Provision – both as to the reason why Special Provision should be made and the academic attainment of the applicant.

20.

Parents are advised to retain and produce such other evidence of academic attainment as is available to them.

21.

The School will carefully consider all applications for Special Provision.  Where a case for Special Provision is accepted, it will go on to consider the educational evidence in relation to the applicant’s academic attainment and, in particular, any accredited assessments.  The School also reserves the right, in its discretion, to commission an independent assessment of the pupil’s educational ability in English and Mathematics.

22.

The School will then, on the basis of all the available medical evidence and evidence of educational attainment, determine, in its discretion, an appropriate and equivalent score for the applicant, whose application will then be considered as if he had achieved that score in the AQE CEAs.

Admissions criteria for boys seeking entry to Bangor Grammar School into Year 8 after the start of the school year 2011/2012.

1. Selection of boys seeking entry as above is delegated to the Headmaster who may make the selection himself or with the assistance of the Board of Governors’ Admissions Committee.

2. The admissions criteria above will apply.

Table 1:
Primary schools referred to in non-academic Criterion 4 (c):

	Abbey P.S.
	Grange Park P.S.

	Ballyholme P.S.
	Kilcooley P.S.

	Ballymagee P.S.
	Kilmaine P.S.

	Ballyvester P.S.
	Londonderry P.S.

	Ballywalter P.S.
	Millisle P.S.

	Bangor Central P.S.
	Newtownards Model P.S

	Bloomfield Road P.S.
	Rathmore P.S.

	Carrowdore P.S.
	Rockport School

	Castle Gardens P.S.
	St Anne’s P.S.

	Clandeboye P.S.
	St Comgall’s P.S.

	Crawfordsburn P.S.
	St Malachy’s P.S.

	Donaghadee P.S
	Towerview P.S.

	Glencraig I.P.S.
	Victoria P.S.


APPLICATIONS AND ADMISSIONS
	Applications
	Admissions

	2009
	2010
	2011
	2009
	2010
	2011

	137
	183
	171
	125
	126*
	128*


* Includes candidates admitted on the grounds of appeal.

