GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES


Examining Board: AQA
COURSE CONTENT

The course is designed to give students an understanding of the dynamics of business activity, rooted in current business theory and practice.

It makes full use of real-world examples, which is intended to give a sense of relevance and purpose to its study. It seeks to encourage entrepreneurial, thinking and communication skills. 

Students will participate in a number of industrial visits in support of their learning and will also be addressed by a range of visiting speakers.

The use of ICT is integral to the learning and teaching of Business Studies.

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course is divided into three units. 

Unit 1 – Setting up a Business

This introduces students to the issues involved with starting a business.  It focuses on aims, objectives, business planning, legal structures, business location, market research, finance and support for a small business, recruitment, motivation, the legal responsibilities of employers

and production methods.

Unit 2 – Growing as a Business

This section builds upon the work of Unit 1, allowing boys to study businesses as they grow and the issues that expansion raises. It considers how the methods of expansion and objectives of larger businesses might differ from smaller businesses.

In the context of larger business, areas covered include marketing, finance, human resource management, and production.
Unit 3 – Investigating Businesses

This is a controlled assessment unit. Boys will be provided with pre-release material and will be required to undertake a business investigation. They will have up to eight hours to research the business and will have up to three hours to write up their individual findings. 
.

For further information, access www.aqa.org.uk.  Follow the links for New GCSEs - Business. 
ASSESSMENT



    



 % weight
Unit 1 – Written Paper (1 hour) 60 marks
        


40
Unit 2 – Written Paper (1 hour) 60 marks



35
Unit 3 – Controlled Assessment





25
Increasingly, employers expect young people to have a knowledge and understanding of the business world. GCSE Business Studies complements all subject combinations, while also providing a sound foundation for further study of Business and related subjects at a more advanced level. 
