A LEVEL BUSINESS STUDIES

Examining Board: CCEA
The aim of the course is to encourage students to:
· develop an enthusiasm for studying business

· gain a holistic understanding of business

· generate enterprising and creative solutions to business problems

· be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations and individuals

· acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills including decision making, problem solving, the challenging of assumptions and the quantification and management of information

COURSE STRUCTURE / CONTENT
The AS course is completed in Year 13 and consists of two modules.
AS Unit 1

The Competitive Business

AS Unit 2

Managing Business Resources

AS Unit 1 covers forms of business ownership, markets, competition, market research, marketing strategy, quality management, investment and productivity.

AS Unit 2 focuses on organisational design, communication, motivation, management, leadership, budgeting, cash flow, break-even analysis and accounts.
If students wish to obtain a full A level qualification, they must also complete the A2 course in Year 14. This involves studying two additional

modules.


A2 Unit 1

Making Business Decisions


A2 Unit 2

The Changing Business Environment

A2 Unit 1 addresses business and stakeholder objectives, business planning and strategy, accounts, ratio analysis and investment appraisal.

A2 Unit 2 examines the economic environment, globalisation, business ethics, corporate culture and change.

ASSESSMENT



    



 
Each AS Unit is assessed through a 1 hour 30 min examination paper, consisting of two compulsory data response questions.

A2 Unit 1 is assessed through a 2 hour examination paper, consisting of one compulsory, structured data response question.

A2 Unit 2 is assessed through a 2 hour unseen case study paper, which will have a problem solving / decision making focus. 

A Level Business Studies will appeal to those seeking admission to a wide range of university courses and/or interested in developing a business-related career.

Business Studies complements all subject combinations, particularly maths, ICT, the sciences, geography, politics and foreign languages. Students are not required to have studied the subject at GCSE, as candidates with a strong GCSE grade profile often go on to excel in the subject at A level.

